Zephaniah 1:7–16
Other Lessons: Psalm 90:1–12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11; Matthew 25:14–30

The End is coming, it is near!!! What would you think if you saw someone saying that on the street or someone holding a big sign with those words: “The End is near”? Most people would just think the person is crazy and nothing more. It sounds crazy because nothing indicates that the world is ending. And it sounds crazy because it makes us uneasy and uncomfortable, especially if there is judgment and wrath and punishment involved. We would rather dismiss it as mere nonsense. But what are we to do when we hear this exact message in the church, in here?
And yet that’s exactly the message that we have in our Old Testament reading today. Little is known about this prophet as the book itself is only 3 chapters long with very little description about himself. He was called by God to preach in the southern kingdom of Judah during the reign of king Josiah, who was the last good king in Judah (around 640-610). King Josiah had done many great religious reforms such as destroying all the Baal altars, Asherah poles. He even got rid of the high places that previous kings did not remove. He did all these so that people would actually go to the temple to pray and offer sacrifices, as commanded by God. And the most important reform was the reinstitution of the Passover, which was probably fallen into disuse for over 50 years. The prophet Zephaniah, most likely along with other prophets like Jeremiah and Habakkuk, helped such reforms in the kingdom. 
But alas, the effects of this reform were not long lasting. As soon as Josiah died and his son became the next king, everything spiraled down past the point of no return. Within 30 years after his death, the kingdom would be destroyed by the Babylonians. It was a most disastrous event in the history of the people God. Nothing like this has ever happened, that God would actually abandon his people in such a way, that his anger toward his own children was so severe. 
And so Zephaniah wastes no time in his book to declare that the day of the lord is very very near, nearer than anybody would have thought. It will be the end of them all because they have forsaken God and his ways and statutes and commandments.
In a very subtle way, we see why God was not pleased with his people. Verse 11-12 describe a people who are only interested going about their daily business and their hearts have become complacent (the Hebrew word describes thickening of a liquid, maybe something like milk after turning bad, so that it results in dregs/deposits, basically meaning it’s useless because the drink is stuck). That’s how the people are, they have thickened and sunk to the bottom and cannot be stirred to action. They are stuck in their own ways and lives that they do not follow God’s ways and calling. 
They have ears but they do not hear. They have eyes but they do not see. The same things happened just about 100 years ago with their brothers and sister in the norther kingdom of Israel. They had prophets to preach repentance and faith and love and good works, and yet they were destroyed by the Assyrians from the north. And now Judah is going in the same direction and they would not hear and see. They too will have to face the “Day of the Lord” and the end will fall upon them. 
Perhaps we would like to leave this Old Testament text where it is, in the Old Testament times, but the day of the lord of the Lord is not just the destruction and the end of these Old Testament kingdoms and nations, but it will also be the end of all things. Right from the beginning in 1:2-3, God says: ““I will utterly sweep away everything from the face of the earth, I will sweep away man and beast; I will sweep away the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, and the rubble[a] with the wicked. I will cut off mankind from the face of the earth.” And that is the reality of the end upon us all.
Indeed the final end may not come to us today or tomorrow or even the next year (since no one can know the day or the hour), but that does not mean your end will not come. The people in Judah didn’t think the end would come, that the end of the world was coming, but their end certainly came for them. Were they ready and prepared for that day? And will you be ready? Will you be found like them? Complacent, unmoved, unstirred, hardened? 
Then what we need is the day of the lord to come upon us. We need the wrath of God to come, but not on us. We need to see once again that the cross, the death of the son of God, good Friday, that all these are also the fulfilling the day of the lord. For there his life came to an end. There, he received the full wrath of God, as he himself calls with great anguish: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” See there? See what God has already done? He has already released all his wrath and punishment and chastisement upon the sins of mankind. And it was poured down on his own son. The weight of our sins crushed him. That is the day of the lord and all its wrath to come. 
Why then will there be another one at the end of time? Does that mean there are 2 wraths, 2 punishments for the sins of the world? No, there is only 1 wrath of God and it has been unleashed upon his own son. But all those who reject him and what he has done on the cross will receive what he received. All the destruction and wrath and punishment in the Old Testament are to point us to this day of the lord, to good Friday and see that someone has borne our iniquity and sin and has died in our place. But when that is rejected, then the scriptures point us to the final day when we must face it on our own and it will not be a happy day. 
Look therefore to that day and see how great God has had compassion on us all. Why should you perish to eternal damnation? Look to the cross and see not only the atonement on our behalf, the full pardon for all our sins, but see there too that it is the power of God to make us a new being with Christ through the resurrection. Repent, turn, and believe so that the Holy Spirit would work in your hearts, to break down the walls, to remove the sin of complacency, and move us to action. You are no longer living in darkness, so then live as one who has the light of Christ.
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