Lent 1, March 1: Genesis 3:1–21
Other Lessons: Psalm 32:1–7; Romans 5:12–19; Matthew 4:1–11

Critics of the bible and of the Christian faith in general have a very hard time taking the Genesis account seriously. The most obvious “myth” or made-up-story here is the talking snake. Clearly snakes and serpents or any other animals are not capable of human speech, so therefore they conclude that this story is fabricated in order to explain the origin of the world and how is it that there is evil and death. But ultimately it’s just a story to teach about good and evil and the historicity is not important at all. 
But is the serpent really silent? Does he not actually still speak to us today? “Did God really say…?” Does this sound familiar? He is not silent after all. Whenever you hear this, in all its various forms, know then that the devil is speaking. He will twist God’s word to undermine God’s authority, his goodness, and his promises. He then presents you with a seemingly better option, which promises better rewards. But as Jesus says, he is a liar, the father of lies, and a murderer (Jn8:44), for he does not have what he promises and he cannot give what he does not have. And his intention is to kill you, for when you are tempted and fall into his trap and find no salvation, you are eternally separated from God. You die, in this life and eternally in the next. 
And if he was so bold as to tempt Jesus who had just been declared to be THE son of God at his baptism, how would he not also tempt those who are called to be children of God who have been baptized in his name? Is the devil silent? He spoke in the garden of God. He spoke in front of his God in the desert. And he continues to speak, even in the church and especially to those who bear the name of Christ. He uses everything and anything to entice and deceive you for the final purpose of unbelief. It all starts with that simple question: did God actually say…? 
This is how the devil begins and how he works to get to you. People often see the eating of the forbidden fruit as the beginning, the “sin” that brought death, but the dying happened much earlier in v2. It happened when Adam and Eve listened and responded to that question: did God actually say…? There, the seed of doubt was sown in this seemingly simple and innocuous question. But doubt is a nasty thing because it is the opposite of faith. To doubt is to not believe. The more they listened, the deeper they fell.It progresses from there and quickly spirals downward. “Did God really say? Well, yes he did say it, but he doesn’t really mean it. You are not really going to die. God is only being selfish, he doesn’t want to share his knowledge and wisdom, that’s why he doesn’t want you to eat this fruit. Don’t listen to HIM and you can become like God.” It is like telling a child that he can become an adult if he would only defy his parents. We all know how that will end because it is an empty promise. But Adam and Eve listened anyway. Doubt has begun to work in their hearts and now it grows into defiance and even a denial of God. 
Now comes the actual disobedience. They took and ate the fruit. They acted out of unfaith and a defiance of their God. That act is the product of unbelief. Unbeknownst to them, this defiance, or sinful pride, creates a division between the man and his wife, which has united but now rent asunder, and a division occurred between them and their God, their only source of life which now is separated from them, leading to death. This is the work of the lying serpent, he creates doubt which then leads to defiance and denial of God, then the outward disobedience, which causes division and separation, and finally death. 
And this lie, the empty promises continue to lure and entice and entrap us today. Did God really say to love him with all your heart and soul and mind and strength? Well, he did, but he doesn’t really mean “all”, just as much as you want, when you want, and how you want to. Did God really say to love your neighbor as yourself? Yeah, he did, buuuut he didn’t really mean it that way. How can God ask us to do something that is impossible? He really means “love your neighbor as much as possible”. You get to be God and decide what is good and evil for yourself. The word of God is before our eyes but like our first parents, we have chosen to listen to the serpent instead. 
Indeed, we must admit that we have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Hiding or running from God or pretending God isn’t there will not keep you away from the wrath to come. Sewing fig leaves and doing many “good works” and trying to mend your ways will not cover your shame and guilt. If this is the case with us sinners, if we have already fallen into sin because of one man’s sin, as Paul says, so why does it matter anymore? Because we are called in baptism to renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways. But above all, because we have a better word, a stronger word, a greater word and promise which comes from the one who can deliver and fulfill. It is a word “more sure”, more certain than what one can see or experience, as Peter tells us from last week’s epistle reading. And as Paul says in our epistle today, the free gift of the promise of God is greater in every respect, for although death reigned through the one man’s sin, life reigns through the one man’s death. 
This is the promise that was given at the beginning. The seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head. That, he did when he was born of the virgin, tempted in the wilderness, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried, and was raised on the third day, for you and me. By his death and resurrection he crushed all our sins, broke free all those shackles bound by Satan’s lies, that we are better off without God, that we are free if we would just become our own gods, that sinning is not death, that death is not that bad after all. No, sin is not a good thing, just look at the cross. It’s so bad, so disastrous, so deadly that God had to do it for us. And in this love for us, in his pouring of his life for our sins, we can entrust our lives to him and believe in his word. His word is an ever reminder of our sin and death AND the life that he offers in the forgiveness of sins in Christ. 
As Jesus was baptized and led into the wilderness for 40 days to be tempted by the devil, we now have entered this Lenten season as well to once again recall our baptism and God’s call to renounce the devil and the world and our flesh and all the allurement that they offer. So let the word of God dwell in you richly, as Paul admonishes in Colossians 3:16. The word of God is our only weapon against the lies of the devil. It will dispel our doubts and set us in a right relationship with our God. He is our God and we are his children through his son Jesus Christ who forgives our sins. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The lies from the serpent will continue to come. But we can recognize them when doubts arise and when we want to go our own way, we can quickly repent and say back to him “God did really say it: he loves me and has given his only begotten son to die for me. I have sinned by I have life in Christ. Be gone Satan!”

